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74 The Modem Language Journal 

Elementary French Reader by Louis A. Roux, A.B., New York, 

The Macmillan Company, 1016. 8vo., xii + 150 pp. ; 50 cents. 

This work with a modest title and a comparatively small number of pages 
contains within its two covers all that is necessary for a serious acquisition of 
the French language on the oral side in conjunction of course with a teacher 
to aid in the mastery of the sounds. The book contains sixteen prose stories, 
of which the longest one has twenty-five pages, and seven poems. The selec- 
tions in prose are interspersed with paragraphs of varying proportions made 
up of a series of questions in French on the subject matter of the text preceding. 
At the outset, there are arranged in Us*- form some sixty expressions adaptable 
at the beginning for oral usage in class. Added to these features, there are 
eight full-page illustrations of notable persons and places of France which 
serve to beautify the book and to attract the student by very laudable means 
and secure his interest. Then towards the end of the Reader, the regular 
verb is given the space of a few pages, for purposes of general outline, followed 
by some rules on the formation of tenses, and after that, a ten-page table of 
the most important irregular verbs. Last of all, there is the vocabulary 
containing approximately twenty-five hundred words and forms of verbs 
which the student has to meet with in the text proper and which he might 
otherwise be unable to locate. 

This summary glance over the general contents of the Reader is enough 
to indicate the trend of the work and the particular aim which the author 
had in view when he compiled its different parts. In the preface to the book, 
the author has enumerated eight special features which his work contains 
but he might have added still one other to the list in strict justice to the 
subject, as he has treated it, and that ninth feature would be the carefully 
wrought scheme of gradation he has managed to apply to a book of such short 
compass. The French material begins with adaptations of fables from 
LaFontaine and concludes with writers like Daudet, and this same process 
of grading is noticeable in the questionnaires of the author which must have 
cost him considerable effort to arrange. 

One especially good element in the book is the treatment of the problem 
of tenses, to meet which the author has allowed no other than present tenses 
throughout the first three selections, and the preterite tense does not appear 
until the eleventh of the total sixteen selections. 

It is clear from the above cursory statement of the contents and plan of 
the work of Mr. Roux that teachers of the direct method are indebted to him 
for his conscientious labor in producing a work that fits their needs so directly 
and with such precision in the choice of material as can be found within the 
compass of this book. 

The vocabulary is almost entirely free from errors. Such slight mistakes 
as carracoler and the year 1771 under the word Tuileries can be corrected in a 
later edition without any difficulty. It is to be hoped that this work will 
receive special recognition from those who are interested in this field of educa- 
tion, and that means every teacher of the French language with up-to-date and 
live methods in classroom instruction. 
Princeton, N. J. F. L. Critchlow. 



